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pping around CCP will be influential in
shaping market says
chairman Lord Carter

As the Competition and Co-operation Panel awaits its first formal case,
independent sector providers are watching closely to see whether it really
can deliver a level playing field in the NHS market. But as its chair Lord
Carter of Coles tells Robert Potter, its role will extend well beyond the purely
punitive

Before it has even heard its first case, the Competition and Co-operation Panel
(CCP) has been accused of lacking the power to resolve disputes. Just months
after the CCP was officially launched in January, shadow health secretary
Andrew Lansley claimed that its lack of legal authority to impose penalties on
those found guilty of stifling competition effectively made it ‘toothless’.

However, CCP chair Lord Carter of Coles believes that to view the body as
purely punitive overlooks its important advisory role which, he says, could
prove significant in shaping the market and influencing how future
competition will work within the NHS.

Lord Carter does not have an easy job on his hands. Not only does he have to
reconcile the ideas of co-operation and competition — terms which have not
always sat comfortably together when it comes to NHS commissioning — but
he also has the unenviable task of meeting rather great expectations.

When the CCP was first announced at the end of 2007, it was against the
backdrop of mounting crisis in the NHS market. Large swathes of wave two
independent sector treatment centre (ISTC) procurement had just been
cancelled and providers were questioning not just the government’s
commitment to the independent sector, but the political will of local NHS
agencies to pick up the baton of its market based reforms. For the Department
of Health then, the creation of the CCP acted both as a much-needed olive
branch and a firm foundation on which to build its new systems rules. And as
such, independent providers will be watching closely to see if it really can
deliver the level playing field promised.

Despite the fact that for many independent sector providers the concepts of co-
operation and competition remain poles apart, the new economic regulator will
seek to strike a fine balance between these seemingly odd bedfellows by
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healthcare sector for more than a decade.

Published ten times a year, Healthcare Market News draws on Laing & Buisson’s extensive knowledge-base
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Healthcare Market News offers unparalleled exposure to boardroom level professionals from chief executives
to financial directors, through heads of commissioning to hospital managers. It also stands alone as the sector
journal read by healthcare providers and insurers as well as professionals from the world of banking and
private equity investment.

An advertisement in any of Laing & Buisson’s newsletters is guaranteed to be seen by key decision makers

with significant purchasing power. Adverts in the newsletter also boast an extended shelf life as readers often
maintain libraries due to the worth of Laing & Buisson sector analysis.
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other opportunities

Healthcare Market News features three unique tables of monthly data covering major hospital providers,
mental health hospitals and major business transactions from the past twelve months. Corporate sponsorship
deals are available on each of these widely quoted tables.

We also offer promotion packages giving advertisers the chance to appear across all three of Laing &
Buisson’s care sector newsletters at very reasonable prices. For more information simply contact the
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Don't just take our word for it...
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Healthcare Market News is just one of a family of professional newsletters produced by healthcare analysts Laing &
Buisson.

Community Care Market News is an invaluable guide to breaking news and developments in the UK long term care
market. Providing up to date analysis covering care elderly, mentally ill and physically and learning disabled people.

Nursery & Childcare Market News concentrates on developments and trends in the field of pre-school care
provision. Combining news, opinions and analysis it offers a comprehensive digest of the marketplace.
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