
with mental illnesses can be treated

effectively within prisons, the

criminal justice system needs to

recognise that there is a small

minority with severe mental illnesses

who remain in prison to the detriment

of their own mental health. To limit

cost and risk to society and to aid

successful rehabilitation of these

offenders, measures should be taken

to ensure they have access to

appropriate treatment. Contrary to

perceptions, capacity does exist in

secure mental healthcare facilities

while prisons are struggling to meet

demand.’

Launching the report, shadow health

minister and former nurse Anne

Milton said prisons were becoming

the ‘asylums of the 21st century’. She

told HMN: ‘This report highlights

that if offenders are treated in the

right setting, re-offending rates go

down. There is a lot of evidence

around now which points in a similar

direction and an incoming

Conservative government needs to do

no more than look at the evidence to

decide how best to treat people who

have offended and how to prevent

them offending in the first place. We

need to be clear about the outcomes

we are after. We need high quality

care that is good value for the

taxpayer whether it be delivered by

NHS or private providers.’

Nevertheless, with drastic cuts in

NHS spending just around the corner,

it could prove difficult for the next

government to fund such a large-

scale transfer of prisoners into secure

settings, even if sufficient capacity

exists in the independent sector.

Although the long term savings are

significant, treatment in a PiC

medium secure hospital for the

recommended 18 months costs an

average of £284,700 followed by a

further year in an open unit at a cost

of £73,365 – some £36,630 more than

it costs to accommodate a prisoner

with severe mental health problems

over two and a half years.

In the long-term, this extra cost

would be more than recouped by the

prevention of re-offending but

whether this will be enough to

persuade a government whose

immediate sights will be firmly fixed

on the imminent NHS funding crisis

remains to be seen.

Ms Milton told HMN: ‘It’s

impossible to make promises about

funding at this time, but mental health

has traditionally been the Cinderella

service and we don’t want to see

spending in this area capped.’
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